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1. Copyright Notice

© Copyright 2021 Esko Software BV, Gent, Belgium

All rights reserved. This material, information and instructions for use contained herein are the
property of Esko Software BV. The material, information and instructions are provided on an AS IS
basis without warranty of any kind. There are no warranties granted or extended by this document.
Furthermore Esko Software BV does not warrant, guarantee or make any representations regarding
the use, or the results of the use of the software or the information contained herein. Esko Software
BV shall not be liable for any direct, indirect, consequential or incidental damages arising out of the use
or inability to use the software or the information contained herein.

The information contained herein is subject to change without notice. Revisions may be issued from
time to time to advise of such changes and/or additions.

No part of this document may be reproduced, stored in a data base or retrieval system, or published, in
any form or in any way, electronically, mechanically, by print, photoprint, microfilm or any other means
without prior written permission from Esko Software BV.

This document supersedes all previous dated versions.
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PANTONE and other Pantone trademarks are the property of Pantone LLC. © Pantone LLC, 2015
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This software is based in part on the work of the Independent JPEG Group.
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rights reserved.

Portions of this software are copyright 2006 Feeling Software, copyright 2005-2006 Autodesk Media
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Copyright ©2001-2004 Robert A. van Engelen, Genivia inc. All rights reserved.

Portions of this software are copyright ©1998-2008 The OpenSSL Project and ©1995-1998 Eric Young
(eay@cryptsoft.com). All rights reserved.

This product includes software developed by the Apache Software Foundation (http://
www.apache.org/).

Adobe, the Adobe logo, Acrobat, the Acrobat logo, Adobe Creative Suite, lllustrator, InDesign, PDF,
Photoshop, PostScript, XMP and the Powered by XMP logo are either registered trademarks or
trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated in the United States and/or other countries.

Microsoft and the Microsoft logo are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United
States and other countries.

SolidWorks is a registered trademark of SolidWorks Corporation.

Portions of this software are owned by Spatial Corp. 1986 2003. All Rights Reserved.
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All other product names are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective owners.
Correspondence regarding this publication should be forwarded to:

Esko Software BV

Kortrijksesteenweg 1095

B - 9051 Gent

info.eur@esko.com



ESKO

Automation Engine

2. What's New?

2.1. What's New in this Version?

You can find all information about changes in this version in these documents:

Download the "What's New?" PDF from https://www.esko.com/en/Support/Product?id=Automation
%20Engine.

http://www.esko.com/systemrequirements includes updated information on the system
requirements.

On the installation DVD, find a link to the Release Notes, which contain a list of the customer
support logs that were solved in this version.

All information about "(soon) outdated tasks" is part of this manual. Find it at the end of the chapter
Task and Workflow Controls, at the bottom of the list with all the types of tasks. Here's a direct link:
Outdated and Soon Outdated Tasks in this Version on page 485.
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3. Introducing Automation Engine

3.1. What is Automation Engine?

Automation Engine serves to increase productivity of prepress workflows. It does this through
automated workflows, data management and quality control tools.

Automation Engine is one of many Esko Software applications that serve various segments of the
packaging and printing industry.

3.1.1. Client-Server Architecture

The Automation Engine server is where all background actions are executed. This is also where the
main configuration and databases are stored. This server is a powerful computer running on Windows
server 0S.

The most known client application is the Automation Engine Pilot. You can install a Pilot on Mac or
Windows computers in the LAN network of the server. The Pilot is the main interface for most users.
This is where they inspect files and launch and manage tasks on the server. Depending on the user's
Access Rights, more setup and configuration tools become available.

Note: Since v18.1, Some of the Automation Engine tools can also be used from a browser client.

Some customers prefer to use the client application Shuttle. This tool offers a more limited interface
where you can simply drag and drop files to launch the same kind of workflows on the Server.

Users that work with interactive applications from Esko (ArtPro, ArtPro+, PackEdge, Plato, DeskPack)
can also launch tasks from within those applications on the file that they currently work on.

Most server activi